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the worshipper dips a corner of the cloth which he is wearing
over his shoulder and wrings it out on to the ground.
At the close of tarpana the worshipper traces two triangles
in sandal-wood paste on a shallow copper dish, in such a way
that the triangles face one another.
Six gods (Brahma, Visnu, Rudra, Mitra, Surya, Varuna)
are invited to take up their separate abodes in each of the six
corners of the triangles. The worshipper fills the cavity of
his joined hands with water, and offers it to the sun, praying
to the sun with hands stretched out towards it.
Next, he bows to each of the gods in their separate corners
and washes the outside of his lips with water taken from the
copper vessel, but takes care not to taste or swallow the
water, which, having been offered to gods3 cannot now be used
by mortals. Then he says: * By this tarpana may all my
ancestors and Visnu' (whom at this point he regards as the
embodiment of his dead ancestors) * be pleased', and then:
' May this be accepted by Brahma: I do it for his sake, and
not for my own'.
Devapujana.
There are five gods: Gane^a, Siva, the wife of Siva, Visnu,
and Surya, any one of which may be the special god (Istadeva}
of a Brahman, but in Rajkot x, at any rate, the most usual
Istadeva of a Brahman is Siva.
Every morning the worshipper offers his special god special
worship;   as  we have seen,   much of his  worship can be
performed on the banks of. a river, but this special Private
Worship must be done'either in a house or in a temple.
Supposing that Siva be the worshipper's special god, he may
place the phallic symbol, the linga, in the centre of a group of
the other four gods, or he may worship it alone. In either
case, to begin his worship, he first meditates on Gane^a, then
1 The writer would like to take every opportunity .of emphasizing the
fact that she is only writing of Brahnians in her own town of Rajkot,
Kathiawar, and the student must be on the look-out for local variations in
bis'particular district.